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to do was to amuse myself with considering this sham,
queen, and what it was that could make her triumph
over all the youth and beauty of England. I could
not, however, discover the cause of so much power,
although I think she looks much handsomer this year
than I ever remember her* I squeezed away just as-
the Prince and the Duke of York arrived at her, the-
room made for them favouring my escape. Poor Mrs-
------was still hovering about with a mortified melan-
choly look, though I confess I feel no more sympathy
for her prudent bosom than I do admiration for the-
prominence of her successful rival. Lord John carried
your two lovers, Tom PeUiam and me, to sup at Mrs*.
Crewe's, where we had Windham, Ellis, Lord Downe,,
George Conway, and several others. The only fault of
these suppers is they begin so late that I at least am
dead asleep before they begin. I got home at half
after two in the morning.5

'Pall Mall Court: March 5,1788.

41 dined yesterday at the Whig Club, which was,
just like all other numerous dinners of men, and only
so much better than a race ordinary as the room was
finer, and the service something more gentlemanlike.
It was at Almack's, where I think I have hardly been,
since you and I were lovers. I heard Captain Morris,
for the first time sing two of his political songs, and
he came folly up to my expectations/

During the Easter recess Sir Gilbert paid a hurried